FROM A PLOT BY SERGIO ARAGONÉS 


ғ IT CAME FROM THAT 
TOWN. IM 


DESERTED- BUT THERE'S 
ALMOST ALWAYS SOME 
ACTIVITY IN A TOWN THIS 


STRANGE. PEOPLE IN 
е OUTLYING TOWNS 


USUALLY SO 
HOSPITABLE. 


gR.. NO, замива Ч 
ILL GET YOUR. MEAL 
зо You CAN 
CONTINUE ON 
YOUR. WAY. 


INKEEPER-~_\~...AND SOMETHING Y 
ING ME SOME TEA ( TO EAT -- RICE А 
WASH THE DUST | VEGETABLES WILL 
DOWN MY SANG 

THROAT... сд 


same шана, 
M Makine E \ 
THAT WALING I 
HEARD A LITTLE 

WHILE | 
N део? ዛ 


Ж 2% be | Р 


EVER SINCE THE HAUNTING BEGAN, THE PEOPLE Hi 
LEAVING. 


“MUCH OF THE STORY YOU ALREADY KNOW, HIKSI WAS THE VICTOR. Ат 
THE BATTLE OF ADACHI PLAIN, FORCING LORD MIFUNE’S SAMURAI TO SCATTER 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRYSIDE. 


GENERAL TADAOKA, WITH A YOUNG LIEUTENANT, 
ISELY BY THE ENEM A BANDAGE COVERED Hi 
ARROW HAD PIERCED INTO His EYE 


ско! 
AN 


“THEN THEY TRIED TO ORGANIZE US AGAINST LORD НК. 


JUST PEASANTS- NI 


“BUT WE ARE - MERCHANTS AND 
ARTISANS- NOT WARRIORS. WHAT HAD ARMIES TO DO, 


WITH US ? ONE LORD WOULD TREAT US JUST 
AS ER! 


“HIS LIEUTENANT WANTED Bey us (hel PUNISHMENT FOR TURNING OUR BACKS TO 


EUTENANT FELL TO HIS KNEES. IT 
Mis" БЕ DIFFICULT TO BE SO YOUNG 


AND KNOW YOU MAY SOON BE DEAD. 


“LORD MIFUNE IS DEAD / LORD Cees ~ DEAD!” HE 
CRIED. ‘LORD ^ HOL. 


I WAS CLOSE ENOUGH To SEE “HE REMOVED HIS KABUTO SLOWLY, ‘SIF 
THE GENERAL'S FACE THEN. іт HE HAD ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD Ему 
MADE THESWEAT RUN COLD WERE NOT BARKING AT HIS HEELS. 

DOWN MY SPINE. = ы 


т, 


de ¿ 0 ai 
“CONTINUING THOSE SAME “THEN HE UNTIED HIS BELT “HE TOOK OFF HIS CUIRASS 
REVERENT MOTIONS, HE HIS WAIST CORD AND Ка SHOULDER. GUARDS... 
UNDID HIS TACHI <LONE SHOULDER CORDS. 

SWORD? AND DIRK н NI я 
PESE q 2 2 РИ N - 


Е CLOSED HIS EYES FOR A 


FOLLOWED BY HIS UNDER- “ THEN НЕ SAT ON THE DIRT. Hi 
мой LACED DIRK DOWN IN FRONT OF HIM. 


ARMOR PADDING AND MINU THEN PI 
SLEEVES. 


жи. 
OF THE Stunt. Быт EJER 
оронт І WOULD WITNESS 


“HE WOULD SHOW U: 
Но WA AMOR AIT Set 


"EIST THE GUT ACROSS THE 
MACH EFT ТО RICH 


I STOOD TRANSFIXED 
BEHIND ne SAFETY OF 
MY WALLS 


NI SAW THE LIEUTENANT-- SAW THE FEAR IN HIS EYES. 
HIS SWEATING HANDS TIGHTENED THEIR GRIP IN ANTICIPATION 


OF DELIVERING THE DEATH КЕ —- OF SEVERING HIS 
LEADER'S HEAD. THE GENI NODDED-- THEN ALL 
BROKE LOOSE ! 
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“HIKIJI'S MEN HAD FOUND THEM. THE LIEUTENANT RAN--BUT МОТ FAR. 
7 7 


(А “ғ” 
ME 
ШТ ሜዲ) 


"በሆ. 


el 


“INCREDIBLY, GENERAL TADAOKA, IN HIS PAIN, | | "THEY WERE ASH/GARL, COMMON POOTSOLDIERS, 
AGAIN SNATCHED UP HIS DIRK AND AND WHEN THEY SAW THE FAMOUS GENERAL 
ATTEMPTED TO MAKE THE FINAL CUT BUT | | HELPLESS BEFORE THEM, THEY LAUGHED. 


PRIZE AI 5 
AND REPUTATION FOR HIMSELF AND His EYES. THE MAN WAS DYING BUT THE 
DESCENDANTS. LEGEND WAS STILL ALL TOO REAL. 


"SUDDENLY, HE GAVE А SINGLE ANGUISH-FILLED 
IT WITH A BLOOD CHILLING DREAD... ATR 


DESCENDED. TO THIS DAY, THE BLOOD 
LIES PUDDLED ON THE STREET, 

REMINDING THE ENTIRE 

TOWN OF OUR COWARDICE. 
ኣ NOTHING WE DO WILL 
REMOVE ua 


[E STAIN-- 


¿AND WE ALL HIDE 
ASWE 


GENERAL TADAOKA'S GHOST 
APPEARS AND RE-ENACTS 
HIS DEATH... 


Ў учнем MORNING COMES, a 
ЕРЕ 15 NO EVIDENCE 
OF ТНЕ GENERAL. EXC 
THE BLOOD. THERE IS 
¿WAYS TH THE 


b 8 
[у 


HAS NO ONE 
ЕР. TRIED TO CONFRONT 


An es 
TOWNSPEOPLE-- 
PROBABLY 


И нмм.то NOT YOUR 
VILLAGE THAT 15 CURSED 
BUT THE GENERAL'S SPIRIT 

THAT IS IN 
ANGI 4 


Wine LEARNED TO GET q 
MY REST WHENEVER I CAN... 
COMES WITH BEING A 

ERER, І GUES: 


“HE'S HASHING, 
HIS SWORD... $! 


GENERAL ТАРАОКА, T 1, MYSELF, SERVED AS 
IWAMOTO USAGI. YA LORD MIFUNE'S PERSONAL. 


ем. MI М 
FAMILY HAS BEEN RETAINERS 7 BODYGUARD DURING THE 
б GREAT WARS. 


5 
TO THE MIFUNE. CLAN FOR. 
GENERATIONS, 


“THE FIRST CUT... 


цер 


THE GENERAL'S 
GONE--AND THERE WAS 
NO SCREAM. 


THE 
HAUNTING 
IS OVER? 


SUBORDINA 
NO FAMILY HISTORY 
BROUGHT DISHONOR 


TO THE TADAOKA 
NAME. 


so 
GENERAL 
TADAOKA'S 
SPIRIT WILL 
SUFFER NO 


